THE  BRITISH EMPIRE,   1783-1815	275
a prosperous colony, but also " to convert the Canadians
gradually Into British citizens.9*1 In 1791 Dorchester pointed
out that the preservation of Canada " requires that we should
leave as little for them to gain by a separation as possible,"
and Pitt urged his contemporaries to " give Canada a free
constitution in the British sense of the word: ... as much as
possible of a constitution, deservedly the glory and happiness
of those who toil under it and the model and envy of the
world, should be extended to all our dependencies/'2 Though
such dim foreshadowings of a new outlook on Imperial
relations occasionally appeared, the new imperial policy
did not gain widespread support until Lord Durham published
his report in 1839, an^ even then a great deal of opposition
in England had to be overcome before it was accepted.
The old attitude towards Empire died slowly, and the effect
of the American Revolution on public opinion exerted itself
very gradually.
The progress of this new imperial policy was facilitated
by the decline of Mercantilism, which had greatly influenced
the policy of the First Empire. The doctrines of Adam
Smith had won the support of William Pitt. Contrary to
the expectations of the orthodox economists, It was found
that, when America was politically independent of England,
her trade with Britain Increased instead of decreased.
The problem of trade between America and the West Indies Restrictions
had to be reconsidered, and although, in spite of the efforts J^10?^.
of Pitt, the Mercantilists succeeded until 1793 in maintaining duced-
the prohibition of that trade/ the war with France caused
it to be partly freed from restriction. The British fleet was
too fully occupied in the conflict with Napoleon to enforce
her Commercial Code, and the shrinkage of her European
markets made it all the more necessary to open up other
channels to her merchants.4 Free Trade was established
1	'Lucas, Lord Durham's Report, vol. i., p. 27,
2	Coupland, Amer. Revol. and Brit. Emp,t p. 278.
8 Eng. Hist. Rev., July, 1916,    H. C. Bell, Brit. Comm. Policy in
West Indies, 1783-93.
4 For example, Napoleon's control of the Baltic made it necessary
for England to find a new source of supply for timber. Before the
War, from 1788-92, England imported 219,000 loads of timber from
the Baltic, but from 1808-12 she imported thence only 73,000 loads.

